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went to the University of Nebraska, where, acting as military
instructor, he took a law course and was graduated as a full-
fledged lawyer. He returned to "West Point as instructor in
tactics and was there when the Spanish-American War broke
out. He then accompanied his old regiment, the Tenth
Cavalry, to Cuba as regimental quartermaster and adjutant.
On the left of the Tenth Cavalry happened to be the
Rough Riders commanded by Theodore Roosevelt. Mules were
precious regimental property just then and both the Tenth
and the Rough Riders had lost a few. Two of the errant long-
ears were found wandering in the underbrush by men of the
two regiments at the same time. The story is told that this
brought Roosevelt and Pershing into contact under condi-
tions where variance of military rank did not count. Two
strong wills clashed and there was a duel of words. Pershing
got the mules, so a fellow-officer who narrates the tale, insists.
From Cuba Pershing went to the Philippines and later back
to Washington, where he was first to organize a bureau of
insular affairs. Then he returned to the Philippines in com-
mand of the troops in Mindanao. In both diplomatic effort
and fighting he performed the task of subduing the tribes-
men so well that Brigadier-General Sumner, commanding all
the forces in Mindanao, in 1900 recommended him for
brigadier-generalship. The recommendation was not approved,
however, and Pershing remained on the island for six years
before returning to Washington for service on the general
staff.
The Russo-Japanese War gave Pershing a chance to see
more of the Far East. He was detailed as military attache to
Japan and as official observer with the Japanese army in the
field. Upon completion of this work he returned to the
United States by way of Europe. During the period follow-
ing his return several officers including Pershing were pro-